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Dear Families,

Moving from preschoor to Kindergarten marks the start of an exciting new chapter in your

child,s life. we know that you may have questions about this transition and our staff will do

everything possible to make it a seamless and successful experience for you and for your

child. This orientation Guide is designed to inform you about this important process and to

answer your questions.

This guide offers practical information you can use throughout the school year. Your ongoing

participation in your chitd's education will have a tremendous influence on how well your child

does in school. we look forward to forming a partnership that will provide your child with a

rigorous and enriching educational experience'

Sincerely,

gn*ffiddrg
Laura Rodriguez

Deputy Chancellor
Division of Students with Disabilities and English Language Learners
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lntroduction

Two years ago, the NYC Department of Education (DOE) began a reform focusing on including

more students wiin olsanildies in the schocls thiy wbuld attend if they did not have an

lndividuatized Education program tliFl and on incrbasing their interactions with non-disabled

f""rt in order to improve student achievement'

For too long, educating students with disabilities often meant placing them in separate ("self-

contained") special eduiation classei'r*"V tto* their peers in ggneral education' As a result'

students with disabilities wourd spend the fi.rlr day in a smalr special education class where they

wourd do work in a cunicurum that wourd not prepare them to graduate from high school or to

succeed in college and the workplace because the cuniculum and standards were not the same

as for their non-disabled Peers'

The reform reminds us that special education is not a "crass" or a "place," but is a wide range of

supports and services. your chird,s IEp for Kindergarten may incrude different types of classes

and seMces for different parts of the day. For example, a sfudent who needs extra support for

reading may receive reading instruction in a small clais setting and spend the rest of the day in a

general education class"

As a result of the reform, beginning with the 2012-2013 schoor year, a/I COmmunity scfiools will be

expected to serve the'vait madty or cnitoren with disabilities- Therefore, the process of

transitioning your child from preschooito Kindergarten will involve hrvo very important components:

Kindergarten lEp Development: lf your child cunently receives preschool special

education services, a DOE ,"pi"r*nt"tive will be assigned to work on your child's

transition to xino"igarten. In most cases, the DOE representative will be a school

psychologist or sociJlworker who works at a local school or at the Committee on Special

Education tcsrJ. frre ooE representative will review your child's fite, including progress

reports from your child's prescnoot special education teacher and providers, and will

determine whether or not to conduct additional assessments {including classroom

observationi;. rn" DOE representative will then schedule an IEP meeting to develop

your child,r-kino"rgarten lEP. For more information about the types of Kindergarten

(Scfroot-age) services offered, see pages 8-14'

Kindergarten placem ent: Att students entering Kindergarten, including students with

disabilities, should participate in the Kindergartbn Admissions Process. You start this

process by completing an application at your zoned school and any other schools of

interest. tn the vast majonty'of cases, ylur child wilt attend the school that accepts

him/her through the Klndergirten Admissions Process, and that schoot will provide your

child with the lervices on his or her Kindergarten IEP.

ln cases where the school that accepted your child can not prwide the appropriate services, the

DOE will seno vo, a placement offer toi a different school. For example, students needing a

specializeo progiam or one at an accessiile site, will receive placement offers from the DoE to a

school that can accommodate their IEP'

For more infonnation on Kindergarten Placement, see page 15'



Timeline for Transitioning to

School-Age Special Education Services
What\lVitl HaPPen re:

lilhatWill HaPPen re:
IEP Development

November/
December

and again in
FebruarylMa

rch

1. The New York CitY DePartment of

Education (DOE) will hold meetings in

"rif, 
ootough tor parents of preschoolers

with disabilities to explain the process that

will occur as your child transitions to a

school-age Program. During .these
meetings, tocal DOE staff will also gtve an

orl*i"io of special education services and

answer questions' These meetings will

irf." place in NovemberlDecember and

also in FebruaryfMarch-

2. Specialized (District 75) schools will

nru"'op"n houses so that you can see the

Oitf"r"nt types of school-age services that

these scnools provide. (District 75 offers

specialized programs for students who are

on the autism spectrum, have significant

cognitive delays, are severely emotionally

cfritlengeo, sensory irnpaired, andlor
multiply disabled.)

Lists of orientation meetings and District

75 open houses become availabte on the

DOE website:

from your regional Comrnittee on Speclal

Educltion tdSrl, or your child's preschool

1. AII students preparing to enter

Kindergarten in SePtember 2012,

including students witlr disabilities,

should ParticiPate in the
Kindergarten Admissions Process'
This means You should aPPIY to
your zoned school as well as other
Lchools of interest- The application
period begins in January- When you.

attend open houses at zoned/
communitY schools, ask to see the
different tYPes of c[asses and

services available to students

receiving special education services'

3. The Committee on Preschool Special

Education (CPSE) will refer your child to

the Committee on Special Education

(CSE). You will receive a written notice

inrt your chitd has been refened' A
school psychotogist or social worker from

a local 
'school 

or from the CSE will be in

charge of Your child's transition'



epartment of

Education website. bG;;; 
"h"ck 

the folowing link routinely for updates:

ffiYouappliedto
tnrough the Kindergartel Admissions

iil;&t will begin notifying families oJ

their Kindergarten offers in mid-March'

4. The DOE wilt review existing

information (e.g-, progress reports from

i;;h";; and ielated service Providers'

evaiuationsl to determine what' if any'

assessmenis (includin'g classroom

observations) are necessary'

5. You will be notified if it is determined

that new assessments are needed' The

OOf may choose to do a classroom

oOservation onlY or to do anY other

additional assessments that require your

consent. You may also request that the

DoEconduc@ e- Ay mi+ffit, You should register

yor. Lnitc for Kinderg?tqn.3t " ",!h::]ih"t ,"""pted your child through the

Kindergarten Admissions Process'

6. You will be invited to an IEP meeting to

determine if your child continues to require

.p""itf education seryices and, if so' to
&;;i;p a school-age IEP .You should

oiing i copy of your chitd's Kindergarten

acc6ptance tettei (if you have one)' tf you

OLrdr"" with the IEP recommendation'

uo, "n"r" the right to request another IEP

meeting, medialion, impartiat hearing' or

file a State comPlaint.

Spring/
Summer

4. You will receive a Notice ot

Recommendation indicating the

special education services

recommended and the school where

they will be Provided- ln the vast

majority of cases, this will be the
school-that has accepted your child

through the Kindergarten Admissions
ProcJss. lf Your child is

recommended for a sPecialized

(District 75) school or if the school

ifrat accePted Your child can not

provide the appropriate servic.es for
your child, you wili receive a different
placement. lf you disagree with the
placernent, yotl should contact the

iEp t*r* district representative and

see if you can reach an agreement'
lf you can not reach agreement, YgI
have the right to request another IEP

meeting, engage in formal resolution,

mediation, lmpartial Hearing, or file a



YourRighrsDuringtheTransitiontoSchool.AgeServices

During the transition process to school-age services, you have the right to'

_ consent to any new assessments that the rEp team determines are required" However, if there

are documented efforts to obtain i;;;"nrent and you do not r31qo1d, the assessments may

be conducted without your consent. you also iave the right to request that specific

assessments be conducted'

_ be an equal member of the lEp team and to participate meaningfutly in declsion-making

through attendance at all lEp meetings. This includes your right to b.ring other individuals with

speciar knowredge or expertis* 
"uoJt 

your chird to meetingi to nelp in the decision-making

process.

_ receive copies of your chird,s evaruations and progress reports before the IEP rneeting and

receive coiies of your chitd s IEP at the tEP meeting.

- request a new IEP team meeting, mediation, .impartial 
hearing, or state complaint' if you

Oisagree with any decision made about your child'

_ revoke (withdraw) your consent to afi speciar education programs and services at any time by

writing a letter to ine CSE or your child's school'

_ place your child in a state Education Department approved non-public school that has a spot in an

appropriate program for,vgul cniralir-trJ-:y_::t"city Department of Education recommended a

special class un-o tn. nor oia not offer an appropriate'special-class placernent within the required

timeframe (unless there is documlni"c p"r"ntal belay). lf you have. the right to an approved non-

public schoot, you will receive. a letter to that effect dnC you rnust find ?11p{"!::f^school 
that

has a spot for your child in order to use it. The DOE will tontnue to look for an appropriate pubtic

school sPot for Your child-

All students who have been identified by the CPSE as a preschool student with a disability, who

will be 5 years otd prior to Decemb"r ai, zalPand who ire entering schoot in septernber 2012'

for whom:

The referral is received:

'Prior to March 'l

ffitice of Recommendation
bv:

'l.E

^r+^" 
Ltr.^h { hrrt nrior to AOfil 1 JUIY 15
rr^;r r hr ri nrinr tn f,llav 1O Auqust 15

al lEl nul ll I .vuf vr rvr rv rrrs, ' - ffilinesfora regular

refenal {i.e., 60 schools days frornle@lL-

This means that, if your child has been receiving preschool special education services since February

or before, the DOE should send you a Notice of Recommend'ation by Junelt .T::Xlf:,,Y'1f.1?.:lt'(Jl Lrlil\Jls, tlls uvl

the services that will be providectto your chitd and witl narne the school where your child will.receive

these services. ln the vast majority of cases, this will be the school that admitted your child through

the Kindergarten Admissions Process'

Additionally, if you request a reevaluation of your child, you have the. right to obtain an independent

evaluation paid for by the New york clty o"plrtment of Lducation if the DOE does not complete the

evaluation of your 
"nilo 

*itnin the foilowing'timelines (unless there has been documented parental

delay): 
6



lf the for a reevalu*iqn was received:

Prior to March 1

After March 1, but or to April 1

after t, Out prior to UgY_!!
After

Even if the DOE cornpletes the reevaluation on time, you have the right to obtain an independent

evaruation if you do not agree with the evaruation conducted by the DoF You must notify the DoE

of this request in writing. Either tne bog wilr agree to pay fbr an independent evaluation or will

*it,rt" an impartiaf nearl"ng to show that the evaluations are appropriate'

Finally, you have the right to maintain your child's ptacernent in his or her current program while you

pursue mediation or an"impartiat neaiiig. rt'ti; *"ans that a preschool student may remain in his or

her cunent education placement and releive his or her current services until the dispute is resolved'

lf you challenge trre recommendation of the lEp team and your child's preschool program is not part

of an approved schoor-age progrr*, vou ,nJ tnu ooE wil discuss options that are appropriate for

your child. lf you and DoE do not ,*""n an agreement, the hearing officer will decide on your child's

placement wfrite the hearing moves fonruard'

These rights and others are described in greater detail in the Parent's Guide to speciat

Education, available at

andthePraceduratsafeguardsNotice,availableat

Categories of Disabittty in Nerr York State Special Edueation Law

school-age students requiring speciar services must be identified with one of the following disabilities

that impacts the studentls sciool performance, based on the student's evaluations and progress

reports.

DisabilitY DescriPtion

A developmental disability significantly affecting verbal and

nonverbal communication and social interaction, generally

evident before age 3"

A simultaneous significant hearing loss and significant vision

loss.

A hearing impalrment that is so severe that the student is

impaired-in processing linguistic information through hearing,

with or without amPlification'

Emorionar Disturbance ;t?ilX"tr*#fii.tr.'n*4;:iE;#'T?ff[:1il:,fl43,:i

Autism

Deaf-Blindness

Deafness

Hearing lmPairment

I ntellectual DisabilitY

Learning DisabilitY

A partial or complete loss of hearing-

significant timitations in intellectual ability and adaptive

behavior.

A disorder related to processing information that leads to

difficulties in listening, thinking, reading, writing, and/or

mathematical comPuting.



Multiple Disabilities

OrthoPedic lmPairment

Other Health lmPairment

Speech or Language
lmpairment

Traumatic Brain lnjury

Visual lmPairment,
including Blindness

Thesirnultaneouspresenceoftwoormoredisabilitiessuch
that the chitd has t"r"t" educational needs that cannot be

;;i tt, prograrn for one of the impairments'

A significant physical limitation that impairs the ability to

moul or complete motor activities'

A disease or health disorder so significant that it negatively

affects learning.

A disorder related to arcurateiy producing the sounds of

language or meaningfully using language to communicate'

A medical condition denoting a serious brain injury that

o"".rr* as a resutt of accident or inlury; the impact of this

OLrniiity varies widety but may atfect learning' behavior'

social skills, and language.

A partial or complete loss of vision'

School-Age Services

ourgoalistoeducatechildrenwithdisabilitiesintheirzo::::=.3--l:j'H?:Ji:.j':.I.T::?
ffi l"3iil J:ffo ff ;# il;;;";' q;;;lbl" l T'*f^-ll: :=-:.'T[ # ::l-'Hl Xni';l
ilf;:T':1'il,lllffi'" ffi;.;;; ;;;-ii' "-091ii11"11":*:,,''.11?,: ;ti,fi::Tf3?,;?,Ti.1lwnemer youl ullllu
small special "rrr.L 

oi tp""i'r t"r'ooi=' 'i" :"1:ig*:^:lv]:.::Y:,f'HJ::ll ::t":':*J,:slllalr sPtit/rctr vrso' 
eneral education clags, even with tt",e t-,eip of suppofa

to make meaningiful progress ifi a g'

and services.

The continuum of services that we o'ffer to students with disabilities is described b'elow' ln

order to meet the unique needs oi inCiriCral students, the services may be used in

combination and ;, # used for the fuu day or onry for certain subjects. For example, your

chird may need the support of a speciar education teacher in a small group for one or two

subject areas, but may be abre to participate in a generar education crass for the rest of the

day. The speciar 
"cu&to, 

can arso *orx *itn your-chird's generar education teacher to herp

*ri"t your child's needs in the general education classroom'

schoors must arso provide students with the opportunity to participa.te il extracunicular and

non_academic activities (e.g., physicar educaiion, recess,'after-school) with non-disabled

students.

1- Declassification Support Serviees

Some children no longer need special education services when they enter Kindergarten.

These children are ,,declassified" and will enter a general education class without special

education services. However, the DoE may provide lervtces to the child directly or to hislher

teacher to support a chird who is *rkd the transition to generar education during his or her

first year in a tutt-time generar educatiin environment. These services can include, but are

not limited to, instructional ,upport, remediation, instructional accommodations and

modifications, and individuar anclor'gioup rerated services, such as speech or counseling.



when an rEp tearn recommends that a child be decrassified because the child is no longer

erigibre for speciar education services,-tne team must arso define what services, if any, the

child will require.

Before recommending speciar crass services, the IEp team must first consider the full range

of supprementary aid-s and services that can be provided to your child to support his/her

participation in the generar education crassroom and be educated with non-disabled students

to the maximum extent.

supprementary aids and services may incrude, but are not rimited to, the following materials,

devices, and adaPtations:

rearning require th;i ; functionar behaviorar assessment be conducted to determine which

behaviors "r. 
prooi"matic in schoor and to address those behaviors. A functional behavioral

assessment (FBA) is used to deverop a behavio.r intervention pran (BIp), which describes the

specific strategies that will be used t6 rr"tp the student increase hislher positive behaviors'

cuniculum tnat is pies"nt"O to hisfre? p*"r.. Examples of accommodations include the use

of audiotapes, larf,e-prini books, Brailli materials, calculator, text-to-speech technology, or

word processor. naommodations are used for both instruetion and testing.

student is taught or by changing in" io*prexity rever of what is taught- Exampres of

modifications include redesigning the planned outcomes or the content of an assignment.

supplementary aids and services may also include, but are not limited to, the services of

various personner such as retateo service providers, speciar education teach.ers, and

paraprofessionats. Supplemenpry. aids and services may be combined in different ways

depending on rre siuoent,s indivibual needs. see page iq rcr information about additional

special education services that may help a ehild participate in a general education class'

3- Related Services

Rerated services are instructional, deveropmentlr, -conective, 
and other supportive serviees

required to assist a child with a disability to benefit from instruction- A child's related services

may change from pre-school to.schooi-age as his or her needs change' Related services

may be the only special education serviies given to your child, or they may be provided

along with other special education services suih as special class services' Related services

include:

caunseling is designed to irnprove social and emotional functioning in the areas of

appropriate scnoot b6havior, dis&pline, seff-control, cofflicl resolution, withdrawal or acting

out, low self-esteem, or poor 
"op,ng 

skills which significantly interfere with leaming- lf a

student requires services trom a f,a*icular provider (e'g', guidance counselor' school

psychologisi, or social workeri, the IEP must indicate this'

Hearing Education senrices provide instruction in speech, reading, auditory training' and

language development to enhan"* tn" growth of recepiive/expressive comrnunication skills'



occupationat Thenpy provides I program 
91. 

pYtpSteful activities designed to maintain'

improve, or restore 
"iiptiu* 

anc tunctiJnar skirts incruding fine motor skigs and orar motor

sXitts in all educationally related activities'

Orientation and Mobitity Senrices improve the student's understandlng of spatial and

environmental concepts ,ia u** of information the student receives through the senses (i'e',

sound, temperature, vibrations) for establishing, rnaintaining and regaining orientation and

line cf travei. fnis service is provided to students with visual impairments'

parent counsering and rrainingassists parents in understanding the speciar needs of their

chirdren, provioes"paients with-information about chird devetopment, and helps parents

acquire the necesrirv ixril= that wifi ailow them to support the imprementation of their child's

rEp. rt is typicaily piorio"c as part of the program to the parents of chirdren in special classes

with staffing ratios of g:1 :1 , 6:1 : 1 and 12.1 .4. These are not adult counseling seryices and

are not intenoeo to meet parents' personal or educaltonal needs'

physical Therupy includes activities to maintain, improve, or restore function such as gross

motor deveropment, amburation, barance, and coordination in various settings, incruding but

not limited to the 
"L=itoo*, 

gym, bathroom, playground, staircase, and transitions between

classes.

school Heatthselvices are provided by a school nurse or paraprofessional who addresses

tne ipecitic health needs of a student as documented by the chird's physician to ensure a

safe educational environment.

speech/Language Therapy addresses a student's auditory processing (i'e', the way they

understano sounoi 
"no 

dngrage), articuration/phonorogicar skiils, comprehension, and use

of syntax, pragmatics, voice production, and fluency'

visian Educatian services are services designed to providq instruction ln utillzing Braille,

Nemeth Code, targe print, optical and noniptical low vision devices, and other skills

necessary to auaii acadernic, sociar. wcational and life adjustment skills, literacy and

acquisition of information using tactile, visual and auditory strategies'

Any recommended Related services are indicated in your child's lEP. The number of times

per week o, **tn your child should receive the service (frequency), the length of the

session (duration), the maximum group size {if your child can be provided services in a

group), the language the service 
-mudt be piovided in, and whether the service will be

provided in your child's classroom or in a separate room (location) are also indicated in the

IEP.

4- Special Education Teacher support selvices (SETSSI

Special Education Teacher Support Services (often called "SETSS"i refers to specially

designed andlor supplemental instruction providlo oy a special education teacher. Special

Education Teacher'bupport Services are designed to help a child stay in the general

education classroom while still receiving part-time services {rom a special education teacher-

The special education teacher *ay *o-ril directlv with your child to support participation in a

general education classroom, or in a s6!a-e locaiion, and provide specially designed

andlor supplemental instruction to your chiid. r.his. may include accommodating or modifying

the content oeing taught or using different instruciional rnethods, such as visual aids,

highlighted worlr."h"*ti and/or simltiReo direclions. The special education teacher rnay also

work indirecflv with your child's genLral education teacher to adiust the learning environment

and/or adapt instructionaltechniques and methods to meet your child's individual needs'
10



education crassroom, in a separate tocalion outside of the generar education classroom, or rn

any combination of locations'

Speeial Education Teacher-Sufpf Services may be provided for as few as tws

hours a week and as much as 50% of each day'

Your child's IEP must state the number of periods eagh d:.1-t1?1,T"^::X':::J"li:

i,o,io"o,'ffi;e: those services. ryfif :j::119^i[:'"'y^::Ji:[, 31":*Tg.:' 
indirecuv

iiiLln*,ilJr'gZn*rar education teacher, and where the services witt be provided.

SETSS services iinsomeofourschoolsmaybeprovidedbyDistrictT5providers.
in"r" #l,:;,ir''I}l=r,il;"tr'iu"i"niu *tl *.g':g"i:::lv receivins speciar education

,"*i.", in a speciaiclass from a specialized Dist6ct 75 school.

5- lnteqrated Co-Teachinq {lCT}

ln lntegrated co-Teaching (previously known .3t.9TI for collaborative Team Teaching)

crassrooms, stucenis witn-ciiaoilites inJ non-disabred students are educated together with

two teachers: a genlrar education teacher and a speciar education teacher. Together, the

teachers work to accommooate anc modify instruction for the students and make sure the

entire crass has access to the generar education cunicurum. children receiving lnteErated

Co-Teaching *"y- "iro 
receivJ related services, assistive technology, paraprofessional

,**i""t, orither supplernentary aids and services'

rntegrated co_Teaching may be provided fu*-time or for specific subject areas. lf it is
provided pa*-ilma1r,i"=*rrioe lnbicated specifically in your child's lEP, stating clearly the

[u*n", of periods eacfr day she/he wlll receive the services.

6- Special Class

A Special class is a class made up entirely of students with disabilities. special classes offer

different revers of staffing intensity depending upon the students' academic and/or

management needs. Speciit classes maxirnum sizes may range trom six t3 y"ly-"^tY9::lt
for students in erementary schoor. staffing for speciai crasles will include one special

education teacher and may have anywhereJrorn one to four paraprofessionals- lf your child

requires more intensive and constant adurt supervision in order to rearn, she/he will be

recommenceo toi a more intensive staff to student ratio. The staffing ratio that your child's

lEp team determines is most appropnate for your child must be identified in your child's IEP'

Special Class ]n a Community school (i-e', a zaned.school) may be provided full-time or for

specific subject ,r"", rf it is provioeo part-time, this must be indicated specifically in your

child,s lEp, stating ciearlv tne numoii orpe*oas each day shefte will receive the services'

Each of these settings differs in the opportunity it provides for your chird to be educated with

non-di sabled children.

community schools provide the most opportunity for your child to spend time with his/her

general education Peers.

11



speciarized ptrbric schoor programs for students w*h Disabirities (District 75)

rn Nyc, speciarized pubric schools for students with disabilities provide specialized

instructionar services and speciarized environments for students who have autism, significant

cognitive derays, emotionai distuftances, sensory impairments, andlor multiple disabilities'

These speciarized pubric schoors ,r"'*itnin the or[anizationar structure known as District 75'

Speciarized District 75 pubric schoor crasses are housed either in serf-contained school

buildings or in var.rous communig schools throughout the city. For exarnple, when you see a

District 7s class tocated at *p4@p li,; pE is tnioistri.ct 75 prograrn located in P15, which is

the community school. specialized-District 75 schools otfer special class services full-time'

speciarizeo puoric'icr,oor, g".,*ra*y provide fewer.,opportunities for integration with non-

disabred peers. rntegration ano iniulion opportunitirii with non-disabled peers do exist

n"-oC upon the child[ f f p with support from staff from District 75'

Below are descriptions of the different studenustaff ratios for special classes that are found in

community schools and/or D 75 classes'

Special Class Ratio {2:{

r No more than twelve i12) students per class

. One full-time special education t'eacher

This is a pracement for students with academic andlor behavior management needs who

reluire specialized instruction in a self-contained setting-

Special Class Ratio 12:1t1

. No more than twelve (12) students per class

. One full-time special education teacher

. One full-time ParaProfessional

This is a placement for students with academic andlor behavioral management needs that

interfere with the instructional process and require additional adult support and specialized

instruction that can best be accomplisfred in a self-contained setting.

Special Class Ratio 8:1:1

o No more than eight (8) students per class

. One full-time special education teacher

. One fult-time ParaProfessional

This is a placement for students who require intensive constant supervision, a significant

degree of individualized afi.ention, int"*"ntion and intensive behavior management as well

as additional adult suPPort.

Special Class Ratio 6:1:1

o No more than six (6) students per elass

. One fulltime special education teacher

. One full-time ParaProfessional

These classes serye students with very high needs in most or all areas including academic,

sociar and/or rnterpersonar deverop*"nt, prysicar deveropment, and rnanagement' students'

behavior is characterized as aggressive, i"it-rnurive or extremely withdrawn with significant
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difficulties in the acquisition and generalization of language and social skill development.

These students require very intense individuar programming, continual adult supervision,

usually a specialized behavior management program to engage in all tasks, and a program

of speech/tanguage in*i"pv (which m"ay inctuire Jugmentative/artemative communication).

Special Class Ratio 12zt:4

. No more than twelve (12) students per class

. One full-time special education teacher

. one additional staff person (paraprofessional) for every three students

This is a class serving students with significant and multipte disabilities with limited language,

academic ano inoep'endent functioniig. These students require a program primarily of

habilitation and treatment including training in daily living , 
skills, development of

communication skills, Sensory stimulation, and therapeutic interventions"

7- State-SuPPorted Schools

state-supported schools (also known a:s 42o1 schools) prwide intensive special education

services to children who are deaf, blind, severely emotionally disturbed, or physically

disabted and who have been classified by the CSE ai eligible fo1lhjs type of programr 9.o**
state-supported scnoots provide five-day residential carb for children who require 24-hour

programming five daYs a week.

New york state Approved Non-public schools provide programs_for children whose intensive

educational needs cannot be met in a public school program. State Education Department

schools are only attenceo by students uff' disabilities and therefore provide no opportunity to

be educated with non-disatled children" A State Education Department (sED) non-p_ublic

school can only ,"opt a child if it is able to provide the services recommended in the lEP.

Residential schools are settings that provide intensive programming in the classroom and a

structured living environment on school grounds on a 24-hour-a-day basis. This program is

for children whose educational needs are so intensive that they re_cyire 24-hour intervention'

Residential schools that are appr^oved by the New York state Education Department are

located in New York State and in nearby states'

8- Home and HosPital Instruction

These are educational services provided to children with disabilities unable to attend school

for an extended period of time. They are typically temporary and only provided unlil the

student is able to return to school oi in tnd'cass of hospital instruction, until the child is

discharged from the hospltal. These services might be recommended ior a chiid with

significjnt medical or emotional problems that prevent himlher from attending school until

thLy are resolved" Additionally, they may be recommended for a student waiting for a
specialized setting that is not yet available'

lf your child is recommended for home and hospital instruction, he or she is entitled to a

minirnum of t hour per day of instruction during elementary school. The number of hours,

length of session, and number of times per week..the seMce will be provided must be

det6rmined by the IEP team based on your child's individual needs'
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Additional Special Educatlon Services

Pa raprofessional Services

Some children with disabilities may require the support service of an individual

paraprofessionartoritt on a portion of i'ne schoor diy to address their individual needs and to

allow them to Oene1t from instruction. Among other ihings, a paraprofessional can be

assigned as a:

condition on the bus to and from *.r,ooipr"sints a danger to himserf/herserf or others.)

paraprofessionars can arso be assigned as sign.language interpreters, orar interpreters, or

cued'speech translators for orientation and mobility^

Supportfromaparaprofessionalassignedtothegeneraleducationclassroommaybe
necessary tor youi crriio to netp 

"o"piioLsxs 
and asiignments and to provide reinforcement

and sma* group instruction. The ,r*" rever of support iray not be necessary in all situations

for your child. A chiid may need support in math but no additionar support during the rest of

the day. Paraprofessionil support as a supplementary aid and service in the general

education classroom must be ihoicateo in your child's irp ano the IEP rnust specify the

nr*O"t of periods per day or week the support is required'

Assistive Technology is any piece of equiprnent,.Prodlct, or system that is used to increase'

maintain, or imprive the functional 
'cipaniliiils.of a cnito with ".*Ti':%^(*,f ;"?IIlallllalll, vl Irrryr

communication device, FM unit, computer access). Assistive technorogy service is any

seryice that directiv--nerps a child *itr, " disabiliiy serest, acquire, or use an assistive

technorogy device. Any assistive- technorogy or services your chird requires must be listed in

his/her lEp. lf you think your child n"ecr iisistive technology, you may request an assistive

technologY evaluation.

Adapted Phvsical Education

Adapted Physical Education is a specially designed program of developmental activities'

games, sports, 
"nfmyin*s.suited 

to the interesis, capabilities, and limitations of individual

chirdren with disabirities who may not safely or successfury engage in unrestricted

participation in the activities ot the r"gut.r prryiicar education program- A student may be

recommended tor aorpt*a physical eci'ucation *nen hisffrer disabitities interfere with hislher

,Oitity to perform activiiies involved in the regular physicateducation program'

Twelve-Month school year services may be provided for students with disabilities educated

in any setting wrro iave ol"roillti": lh?i r."qy.T? *p:11- education services to continue in

ordeito prevent substantial regression during the surnmer.

special Education Tqnsportalion .-(:-.. .-^* ,.^.,- ^r^,r*a ,.aalarovnlqinin^ fhe neerr for
ThelEPteamwillnffientationfromyourchild,sdoctorexplainingtheneed.for
special transportation accommodations. The IEP team will consider all medical

documentation you provide to determine if the nature of your chird's disability requires any

speciat transportation needs (e.g. tirne limits for the rids or a wheelchair lift bus)'
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Kindergarten Placement

Gommunity school: Beginning with lhe 2o12-2013 school year, all zoned/community schools will be

expected to serve tn" ,"it mal6rity of children with disabilities. Therefore, it is very lmportant for you

to participate in 6re kinaergartbn Admissions Process iust like parents of non-disabled students. lf

your chilb is recommended for classes and services in a "community school," your child will most

iit<ely attend the school that accepted himlher through the Kindergarten Admissions Process. The

Office of Student Enrollment (OSE) wilt only offer a different school if the school that accepted

him/her cannot offer an appropriate program'

you may begin applying to your zcned school and other sc}rools of interest in January. lt is important

to remember that ror"J schools give priority to students who tive in that zone- Schools will make

assignments according to the following priorities, Iisted from highest to lowest:

Zoned students with a sibling who will be in grades 1-5 at the school in 2012-2013;

All other zoned students;
Students residing in the sehool's district but outside the school's zone, with a sibling who witl

be in grades 1-5 at the schootr in2A12-2A13;
Stude-nt residing outside of the school's district with a sibling who will be in grades 1-5 at the

school in2O12-2Q13;
All other students residing in the school's district but outside the school's zone,

All other students.

specialized District 75 School: lf your child's Kindergarten IEP recommends a special class in a

specialized (Districi 75) schoot, tnebffice of Student Enrotlment (OSE) will determine which school

your child witt atteno. you may state any school preferences at your IEP meeting, but there is no

guarantee that OSE will be able to offer you one of your prefened schools.

State-Approved Non-pubtic School: lf your chitd is recommended for a New York State-approved

non-prorit school oliause your child's needs cannot be met in a public school placement, the DOE's

Central Based Support team (CBST) will apply to state-approved non-public schools on behalf of

your child.

Charter School: Students with disabilities have the right to participate in the lottery for any charter

school. lf your chitd is accepted to a charter school, the charter school must ensure that your child

receives the program and services on hislher IEP- If the charter school offers services that would be

appropriate to mLet your child's needs, but do not rnatch your child's cunent lEP, the charter school

siriuld ask the Comr.nittee on Special Education (CSE) to hold a new IEP rneeting.

1.

2.
e

4.

5.
6.
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Contact lnformation

EARLY CHTLDHOOD DIRECTION CENTERS {ECDCS}

The ECDCs, funded by the New york state Education Department, provide free confidential information

and referral for families anc professionals about services for young children with diagnosed or suspected

sJecial needs. ECDC staff are available to assist families with the transition from preschool to school-age

special education supports and services'

BRONX ECDC
AHRC NewYork CitY

2488 Grand Concourse, #337
Bronx, New York 10458
718-584-0658

OUEENS ECDC
Queens Centers for Progress
82-251641h Street
Jarnaica, NY 11432
718-374-0002 ext. 465

BROOKLYN ECDC
UniteO Cerebral PalsY of NYC, lnc.

160 Lawrence Avenue
Brooklyn, New York 11239
718-437-3794

STATEN ISLAND ECDC
Staten Island University Hospital
242 MasanAvenue, 1 "t Floor
Staten lsland, NY 10305
v18-226-6670

MANHATTAN ECDL
New York PresbYterian HosPital
435 East 70th Street, #24
New York, NY 10021
212-746-6175

SPECIAL EDUCA1ION PARENT CENTERS

The special Education parent centers, funded by the New York state Education Departrnent, provide

information and resources to parents of children with disabilities'

BRONX & MANHA AN
Resources for Children with Special
Needs, lnc
1'tO E. 16th Street, 5th floor
NewYork, NewYork 10003
212-677-4654

{Also serves as cffYwde PTIC)

QUEENS
United We Stand of New York
Mail to: 91 Harison Ave
Location: 98 Moore Street
Brooklyn NY 11206
718-3A2-4313

BROOKLYN
Brooklyn Center for lndependence of
the Disabled
27 Smith Street, Suite 200,
Brooklyn, NY 11201
718-998-3000

STATEN ISLAND
Parent to Parent of NY
1050 Forest Hill Road
Staten lsland, NY 10314
718494-4872

PARENT TRAINING ANB INFORMATION CENTERS (PnCs)

pTlcs are funded by the u.s. Department of Education's office of special Education Programs to meet the

needs of parents of children with disabilities. The PTICs include:

aavocates for Children of New York Sinergia/Metropolitan Parent Center

151 West 30th Street, 5th Floor
NewYork, NY 10001
866- 427 -60331 2 1 2-947 -97 7 g

2082 Lexington Avenue, 4th Ftroor

NewYork, NY 10035
212-64}2844
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ADDRESS PHONE'FAX GSE
CHAIRPERSONCSE DISTRICTS

Phone: 718-329-8001
Fax:718-741-7928 Rosetta Brownlee1 7,9,10 One Fordham Plaza

Bronx, New York, 10458

Phone: 718-79+7429
Espafiol: 718-79+7490
Fax:718-794-7445

Michele BeattY
2 8,11,12 3450 East Tremont Ave.' z"- rt

Bronx, NewYork, 10465

gO-+e Linden Place
Ftushing, NewYork, 11354

Phone: 718-281'3&1
Fax'.718-281-34V4 Esther Morell

Esther Morell

3 25,26

28,29 -90-27 SutPhin Boulevard
Jamaica, New York 11435

Fhone: 718-557-2553
Fax: 718-557-2620

Phone: 718-391-8405
Fax: 718-391-8556 Elissa Finkelstein

(acting ChairPerson)

Elissa Finkelstein
{actinq ChairPerson)

4 24,30 28-11 Queens Plaza Nortn' 3" rl
Long lsland CitY, NewYork
1rffi

27 Satellite Office
82-01 RockawaY Blvd- 2nd fl
A-^aa l3a+lz tllarrr Vnrlr {'l 4{6

Phone: 718'542-5715
Fax 718-642-5891

Pnone: 718-240-3558
Fax 718-240-3555 Mariama Sandi5 I lg,zz,sz 1655 SL Marks Avenue

Brooklyn, New York 11233

Phone: 718-968-6200
Fax: 718-968-6253 Arlene Rosenstock6 17,18,22 5619 Flatlands Avenue

Brooklyn, New York 11234

Claire Donnellan

Claire Donnellan

7 20,21 415 89tn Street
Brooklyn, New York, 11209

Phone: /'lu-/3v-z+v
Fax: 718-759-3905

31 715 Ae,ean Terrace, Building A
Staten lsland, New York 10301

Phone: 718420-5794
Fa><:71*420-5758

Phone: 71 8-935-4900
Fax: 718-935-5167

Deborah CuffeY-
Jackson

8 13,14,15,16 131 Livingston Street, 4"'Il
Brooklyn, New York, fi241

Gerard DoneganI 1,2,4 ggS ln Avenue, 4n fl
NewYork, NewYork 10OO1

Pnone: 9'l t-J.ru- Iouu
Fax: 917-339-1450

Phone: 212-342-8394
Fax:212-342-8427 Mark Jacoby10 3,5,6 388 West 125"'Street

New York, New York 1AA27

GOMMITTEES ON SPECIAL EDUCATTON (CSEs)

Throughout the year, as additional information becomes available, it will be posted on the Department of

fiucaiion (DOEj we'bsite. Please check the following link routinely for updates:
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Division of Students with Disabilities and English Language Learnens
52 Chambers Sfieet, [tlY- ItlY 10007
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